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Iraq and the 'Hood 



The hil song My Block by platinum-selling rep artist Scarfacc (Brad Jordan) explains that 
in his 'hood, "it's like the world doesn't exist, we stay confined to this small lil section we li/in' 
in." ( I ) That statement, for the most pan. can he applied to any hood within the United States, 
whether it be the barrios of East I.os Angeles, the ghettos of Houston, or the projects of New 
York. I use the term 'hood meaning: any neighborhood in which the majority of people who live 
there are struggling to get by. The sad fact is many living in such communities can go their entire 
lives without ever venturing outside their neighborhood or area of town. So why should someone 
living in the 'hood care about the United States going to war in Iraq? What does Iraq have to Jo 
wiih I he 'hood? 

I Tie cost of a war in Iraq has been estimated between $1 50 billion to $950 billion. I'll use 
a conservative estimate of $275 billion. Let's put that number into perspective: $275 billion is 
enough money to put $1,000 in the pockets of every man. woman, and child in the United States. 
( 1 ) How many single mothers with three children and working two jobs to survive could use 
$4,000? Children and adults alike are starving: there are millions of homeless and semi-homeless 

OS and millions living below or near the poverty line. $ 1 .000 each could definitely relieve 
SOOM of their suffering. The majority of Americans live check by check or are close to living that 
*ay. $1,000 could definitely put them on their feet. And for those who are not struggling, would- 
n't it be nice to have an exrra thousand dollars in your pocket? 

We must remember that within his first four months of office. Bush cut $39 million from 
federal spending on libraries, slashed funding tor the Km s and » iirls Clubs of America in public 

I bousing by Sod million, and cut $200 million each from the Childcare and Development grant and 
the Workforce Training Program for dislocated workers. Me also cut $700 million from public 
:< ii Bing repair funds, reduced the much needed federal funding for conununity health care for the 
uninsured by an astounding 86% and cut $15.7 million from programs dealing with child abuse 
J and neglect. (3) That's just die tip of the iceberg. 

As we have seen, the Bush Oligarchy has systematically launched an all out assault campaign on social programs. Es- 
| vmially. they have launched a direct attack on the "hood. $275 billion can easily revitalize all of the aforementioned programs 
; and create many more. But the White House doesn't care about libraries; they don't want poor people to learn and God forbid 
; be smart] Girls and Boys Clubs in the projects? Oh no. programs like that might keep kids off the streets and send them in the 

direction of becoming successful, socially-conscious citizens! Workforce training? But...but...that might enable people who 
, cannot afford to buy and influence their way into Harvard and Yale (like George W. Bush) the opportunity to acquire training 
j lor a meaningful career! Other social programs? The White House warmongers couldn't care less about programs benefiting 
r Millionaire politicians and their families don't care about what goes on in the 'hood. They don't live there and have 
| never been there. (Well, to be fair. Lil Bush's niece. Noel Bush, mav have been to the "hood a few t'imes to pick up some 

dope) y K 

The Washington war hawks want to spend billions of dollars to wage a completely unnecessary war. They want to 
spend billions of American's hard-earned tax dollars to secure their the 1% of die United States population that makes 

00 or more a year oil and business interests. 90% of Americans will not benefit at dl if the U. S. military completes 
i 'he proposed and aggravated robbery of Iraq's oil. Those in the 'hood will undoubtedly suffer. Minority and poor ami 
| diers will be the ones on the front lines commanded to destroy the livelihood of innocent Iraqis and devastate BO tfr 
| ravaged country. A war on Iraq will be just another case of using the poor to fight the poor so the rich can become richer and 
nment oppression through foreign and domestic policy can increase. 
/ HOOD, page 3 
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Lawrence Anarchist Black Cross 
Mission Statement 

The Lawrence Anarchist Black Cross is a col- 
lective of anti-authoritarians dedicated to 
prison abolition and a revolutionary new 
egalitarian society based on mutual aid and 
cooperation. We focus on aiding and working 
with anarchist, class war, light back, and po- 
litical prisoners, but our work is not limited to 
these groups. We also reach out to and sup- 
port social prisoners. We stand steadfast 
against all forms of oppression, are dedicated 
to the fight for a free society, and run or sup- 
port campaigns in line with our vision. 

abolitionist adj: someone who seeks to do 
away with certain institutions, particularly the 
institution of slavery. 

anarchism n: the understanding that all forms 
of domination are unnecessary and 
detrimental to the well-being of humanity as 
well as other living things. The movement 
for voluntary egalitarian relationships in all 
aspects of existence, especially human 
society. 

Lawrence Anarchist Black Cross 

POBox 1483 
Lawrence,KS. 66044 

abclawrence@riseup.net 





Anarchist Black Cross 
Network 

http://www.anarchistblackcross.org 

Boston ABC 

PMB258 

198TremontSt. 

Boston, MA 021 16 

abc-boston@hush.com 

Chicago ABC 

P.O. Box 721 
Homewood, IL 60430 

Houston ABC 

P.O. Box 667614 

Houston, TX 77266-7614 

houstonabc2@hotmai 1 . com 

Minneapolis ABC 

P.O. Box 47871 

Plymouth, MN 55447 

Ann Arbor ABC 

PO Box #8297 

Ann Arbor, MI 48107 

a2abc@riseup.net 







The Aboi itionisi 



manity. 

Looking al Ihc emasculated Iraqi prisoners 
at Abu Ghraib— from a distance— forced people in the 
U.S. to see war upfront. Most of us saw more than we 
wanted to: the U.S. war of7on terror' is ugly and de- 
based; the war in Iraq is failing; we are no different 
than Saddam f lussein. Gender construction is always 
changing. 

And with it war itself changes. Masculinity 
and femininity and their specific racializcd meanings 
are then always in flux. Linda Bumham calls atten- 
tion to the "sexualization of national conquest" at 
Abu Ghraib and sees sexual domination as part of a 
"militarist hyper-sexuality". This hypersexual mo- 
ment is revealed because sexuaiized racism is always 
brought to the fore when systems of power are in cri- 
sis and too much of the truth of war is uncovered. 
Unilateral power is blinded by a complete and total 
arrogance. The Bush administration thinks it is above 
the law. out of reach of any kind of accountability. 
Torture is O.K. No one is innocent. There are no ci- 
vilians. The U.S. military will police itself. It is its 
own court of last resort. There are no protections for 
prisoners. 

The war of/on terror' is a terrorizing war 
for all who come in contact with it. The lines be- 
tween combatant and civilian, rights and degradation, 
and white, black and brown men and women are re- 
aligned and remade. But this gender flux takes place 
within the structural constraints of racializcd patriar- 
chy, and masculinized gender. The naked bodies of 
tortured Muslim men alongside white women with 
cigarettes and leashes, and the absence and silencing 
of Muslim women at Abu Ghraib is a heart-rending 
reminder that war is obscene. It would be a double 
heart-break to think that people in this country abide 
any part of the violations at Abu Ghraib. especially in 
the name of feminism. I am hoping that the horrific 
pictorial exposure of torture at Abu Ghraib will re- 
commit us all to struggle on behalf of an anti-racist 
feminist humanity inclusive of each and every one's 
liberation across the globe. 

See Against Empire. Feminisms, Racism, 
and the West (London: Zed Press, U.S.: Palgrave, In- 
dia: Kali), July, 2004 for a much fuller accounting of 
many of the ideas expressed here. 

Eric Schmitt, "Military Women Reporting 
Rapes By U.S. Soldiers". New York Times, February 
26, 2004. p. A I . Barbara Ehrenreich, "What Abu 
Ghraib Taught Me", www. Alternet.org/story. May 
20. 2004. Rick Bragg. I Am A Soldier Too (New 



York: Alfred Knopf, 2003) Linda Bumham, "Sexual 
Domination in Uniform: An American Value" War 
Times, www.war-timcs.org. May 19, 2004. 

Lawrence ABC." Update 

Due to a variety of factors, Lawrence ABC 
now has seven members in the collective. 

The group supports over a dozen political and 
social prisoners across the country, as well as working 
on projects with other groups. 

In the late winter and early spring. LABC 
worked on a campaign to detail a proposal tliat would 
require Douglas County inmates to make co-payments 
in order to receive healthcare. In response to LABC 
encouragement, three local community groups wrote 
letters against the proposal and sent them to the Doug- 
las County Commission. About 1 50 community mem- 
bers as well as people from other cities and states sent 
postcards designed by LABC to the Douglas County 
Commission to express opposition to the proposal. 
On June 12 members of LABC organized 
events for the International Day of Solidarity with Jell 
Tree" Luers. an eco- liberation prisoner in Oregon who 
was sentenced to 22 years in prison for starting a tire 
that burned three SUVs. About a dozen supporters at- 
tended a rally for Free in front of the Douglas ( 'ountv 
Courthouse, and LABC members showed the movie 
i Ircen With A Vengeance (a Dateline Australia docu- 
mentary about Free and the Earth Liberation Front) at 
the public library. 

In July LABC co-sponsored and made financial 
contributions to the We Are Resisting conference held 
in Lawrence. Members of LABC organized and curated 
a prisoner art show in conjunction with the conference. 
The show included over 1 50 pieces in a variety of me- 
dia created by prisoners from ten states. Approxi- 
mately 250 people attended the opening night reception 
which included local musical group Lila and writer 
Regan Butcher reading poetry from his book Stone Ho- 
tel. Another 100 people visited the show during the 
week that it was open. Several artists sold pieces of 
their art. 

Members of LABC worked with ARJSE, an 
autonomous project started by prisoners in Missouri. 
A working group from LABC produced issue 
#6 of Off The Hunk, the newsletter of the Missouri 
Prison I-abor Union. The working group will produce 
one more issue of the newsletter before handing il off 
to MPLU supporters in Kirksvillc. Missouri. 

Four members of LABC ' attended the Prison 
Abolition Conference in ( hicago in August. 



THE 'HOOD, continued from front page 

Former I S Attorney General and son of a former Supreme Court Justice. Ramsey Clark, recently ob- 
served, "The United States is the greatest threat to peace and world stability." (4) If the United States goes to war 
in Iraq, then the United States itself -will be the greatest threat to peace, financial stability and overall progress in 
the "hood. Social programs will continue to vanish, the social programs that are left will have their funds di- 
verted to pay for war and the poverty gap will continue to widen. In essence, a war on Iraq is a war on poor 
Iraqis and the poor oppressed people in the United States. Say NO to genocide for oil. Say NO to a war on the 
'hood. Say Nt ) to a war on Iraq!! 

Rob Will tf«*«W402 

J872 FM 350 South 

Livingston. TX 77351 

Foolnoles. 

( I ) My Block, by Scarface. is on his newly released album. "The Fox" on Def Jam/Rap-a-Lot Records. 

(2) The National Geographic Society recently reported the total population of the United States at 275.600,000. See www. 

nalional£co£r:ij<liK mm 
(3 ) Michael Moore. Stupid Wlutg Men I New York. Harper Collins. 200 1 ) See www.michaelmoorc.com . 
I 1 ) Ramsey Clark made this statement on ihe Pacitica news program Flashpoints, on 10-9-02. See www.flashpoints.net 

The United States invaded Iraq on March 20. 
2003. 

As of September 29. 2004. 1041 U.S soldiers, 
over 13,000 Iraqi civilians and thousands of 
Iraqi resistance fighters have been killed 
More are dying everyday. 



Friends of the ABC Network 

Anarchist Prisoners Legal Aid Network 

818 SW 3rd Ave 

PMB 354 

Portland, OR 97204, USA 

Break the Chains 
P.O. Box 12122 
Eugene, OR 97440 

The Books 4 Prisoners Crew 
P.OBox 19065 
Cincinnati, OH 45219 

Free books to prisoners in < >hio. Indiana 
and 3 state prisons in Texas ( Ramsey I. 
(iatesville, and Polunsky Units). 




Greetings from the Ab Crew! 

Due to a busy summer, we arc late in getting out 
this issue of the newsletter. We decided to combine the 
summer and fall issues into one massive reading ex- 
travaganza! All opinions presented in this paper do not 
necessarily reflect those of the editors; however, wc do 
feci that the ideas included here are important to con- 
sider. There will be changes within the Ab Crew and 
hopefully, as we become more experienced. The Aboli- 
tionist will become an even better forum for those incar- 
cerated in the American gulags. 

The war in Iraq will be the theme of issue #7. 
Please send poetry, artwork, essays, and rants for con- 
sideration in the next issue. We want much of The Abo- 
litionist to consist of the work of its readers. 
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Prisons Id The News 

Prison reformers hope attention to Iraq abuses spurs changes at home 

The Associated Press 

Monday, May 17,2004 

The spotlight on abuse of detainees at a U.S. military prison in Iraq lias spurred hopes that some 
attention will spill over to prisons stateside, where reformers say get-tough policies and public indifference have 
let longstanding problems fester. 

There have been numerous examples over the years of guards misusing their authority over inmates. In 
the 1990s, Alabama officers used to routinely handcuff state prisoners to a metal post in the sun. The U.S. 
Supreme Court ruled it was unconstitutional. In Massachusetts, a jailor in 1993 poured boiling water on a child 
killer's genitals. There have been convictions for rape and assault and allegations of worse. 

Prison administrators say there have been sweeping improvements in recent dccatles. with widespread 
acceptance that abusive behavior is unacceptable and that proper procedures can minimize it 

Advocates for reform and former inmates, however, say a culture of violence persists and is made worse 
because of tacit acceptance by administrators, politicians and the public. 

States" mandatory sentencing laws have helped drive the stunning rise in prison and jail populations in 
the past two decades - now at 2. 1 million, a number that's nearly quadrupled since 1980. 

A 1996 federal law that aimed to cut back so-called frivolous inmate lawsuits has also restricted access 
to legitimate claims of misconduct and poor prison conditions, advocates say. 

"The system is out of control," said Elizabeth Alexander, who oversees the American Civil Liberties 
Union's National Prison Project. "In this sense, ifs like Iraq. The more overcrowded you are, the more your 
budget doesnt match your needs, the more likely abuse is." 

The pressures on prisons are also well-documented. Turnover among corrections officers averaged 1 5 
percent in 2002, and in several states was over 30 percent the American Correctional Assn. reports. 

States and local governments have been slow to increase funding as the population behind bars rises - 
staff rose 24 percent from 1995 to 2000. while inmates in prisons, jails, boot camps and other facilities rose 28 
percent the ACA reported. 

But prison administrators maintain that despite the obstacles, significant improvements have been made. 
"Look, there's abuses in school systems, there's abuses in the Catholic church," said James Gondlcs. 
executive director of the American Correctional Assn. "In the past 20 years, there's been a sea change in 
American corrections." 

Prison officials recognize the potential for problems, he said. "You have almost absolute power over 
other individuals, and that is a system that could easily breed abuse." 

The key steps are proper training, strong communications, opening prisons to scrutiny, full funding of 
programs, and making sure those that break rules are punished. 

His group, along with a dozen more that represent prison and jail guards, teachers and administrators, 
issued a statement Friday calling the abuses in Iraq abhorrent and in no way reflective of practices in U.S. 
prisons and jails. 

The impetus for the statement came from news that two soldiers charged in the Iraq prison scandal were 
guards in civilian life. 

"If anybody is a professional corrections officer, and they're guilty of that abuse, they're not much of a 
professional." Gondles said. 

"I am not proud of the fact thai two or three of them worked full-time in corrections in Ihe United 
States." 



VWSe; (fall ask don't tell is the rule of law here. 
Iltesc low ranking women are clearly not in control 
of much of anything; Ihey are a type of pawn sup- 
porting disgusting practices that they should have re- 
fused to perform. 

But their actions do not bespeak their own 
power or privilege yet they display the imperial 
power of white women over Muslim men. They are 
acting in a heleroscxist hierarchical and punishing 
system of power. This same system of power now 
oilers Ihem up as cannon fodder. The complex web 
of sex, race, gender and class 
is woven deceptively and yet 
with consequence al Abu 
1 ilii.nl' li is truly significant 
that Fast and Karpinski are 
white and that we do not see 
Black women in these posi- 
tions of command or impli- 
cated in sexual crimes like 
England. Because of the 
twisted effects of racilaized 
sexuality Johnson has never 
been put m the position of gen- 
der decoy. It is not insignifi- 
cant that people in the U.S.- 
men and women alike— were 
horrified to see women degrad- 
ing prisoners al Abu Ghraib. 
Some of us even hoped that 
women were above this kind 
of action. Obviously, simple 
esscntialisra— that women are 
more mothering or caring or 
peaceful-is not simply true. 
Neither is it simply true that 
given many women's lives and 
their parental responsibilities 
that they are as prone lo war as 
most men. Women and men 
respond to the forces upon 
ihem and are constructed from them. 

Neither gender essentialism nor construc- 
tionism clarifies war. So, yes. Abu Ghraib bespeaks a 
larger problem than a few loose cannons deciding to 
abuse and torture prisoners. The obscene practices of 
human degradation were already in place in Afghani- 
Man, .ind in our prisons at home. Il has now been re- 
vealed lhal Conner prison guards with records of 
abuse, interrogators of detainees at Guantanamo. and 
officials from the Afghan war instructed the military 




personnel at Abu Ghraib. It is not just about the role 
lhat Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld. Security 
Advisor Condoleeza Rice. Undersecretary of Defense 
and Intelligence Stephen Cambone and Commander 
of the detention center at Guantanamo Geoffrey 
Miller played. 

It is also about the larger system of racial- 
ized masculinity that is put in high gear at this mo- 
ment of unilateral militarization. This structural sys- 
tem of hierarchical privilege and power 'others' any- 
one who is not in the business of empire building. 

There are few if any civilians left 
in these moments. 

Gendered/racial ized 
individuals are never what they 
simply seem. But gender is com- 
plicated. It makes it a perfect foil 
for obfuscation. When Kofi An- 
nan says invest in the women in 
Africa and they will help solve 
the AIDS problem: when people 
depend on women in the U.S. to 
mobilize in terms of their dispro- 
portionate peace-making com- 
mitments: when women in Af- 
ghanistan and Iraq provide sig- 
nificant leadership for real de- 
mocratic struggle AND when 
women are mobilized out of eco- 
nomic necessity to fight this "war 
ofon terror' there is no easy 
clanficabon. Real commitments 
to gender equality will be used 
and abused by those in power. 

Gender differentiation 
will be mobilized for war AND 
peace. This is the ugly side of the 
rewired patriarchy of war- 
capitalism. Bush's 'war oCon ter- 
ror* masks its realpolitik— that of 
a racist capitalist misogyny oper- 
ating in drag for unilateral empire building. Abu 
Ghraib showed us diat humanity and inhumanity 
comes in all colors and genders. War readies you to 
kill, to always be on guard, to trust no one who is the 
enemy. 

War. then, almost always destroys the very 
sense of humanity lhat allows you to see yourself in 
another, to see your connection with another instead 
of their difference from you. Brutality reflects this 
process of seeing and then not seeing another's hu- 






There is then a different context for seeing 
the disorder and chaos in Iraq that leaves many 
women barricaded in their homes fearing rape and 
capture if they venture onto the streets. It also puts a 
different lens on the recent charges of sexual assault 
and rape by dozens of U.S. scrvicewomen in the Per- 
sian Gulf area against their fellow soldiers. At least 
1 12 reports of sexual misconduct have been filed by 
U.S. women soldiers in the past two years, 2002- 
2001. in Iraq, Kuwait, and Afghanistan. Exactly 
whose war is this? Why do the narratives of war take 
on the trajectories that they do? Why in the Balkan 
wars was the raping of women a central narrative de- 
monizing Serb nationalism while the rape and sexual 
humiliation of Muslim male prisoners largely si- 
lenced" And, why, today is the central narrative Mus- 
lim men's humiliation while the violation of their 
women counterparts has been largely muted? Be- 
cause today's militarist masculinism operates out of 
the enforced differentiation of woman from man 
through gender swapping; the othering' and differen- 
tiating of each through a hetero viewing of the self 
using white female decoys. 

However. I also think that these silences 
enforce a disconnection and differentiation' between 
men and women that do not and cannot exist given 
the ccntrality of racialized/sexualized violence in 
war. 

This shared dehumanr/ation also bespeaks 
it's very opposite: men and women's shared human- 
ity. Sex and race combine and reformulate here. Bod- 
ies are disconnected from their gendered meaning. 
Brown men become like women of all colors, yet it is 
white women who supposedly dominate and hold the 
leashes-the white women who are also raped by their 
comrades in arms. 

Gender swapping and gender confusion 
becomes a decoy in these militarist moments so that 
real people cannot be seen for their humanity. As 
such, the structures of power and domination defin- 
ing the contours of their lives are put out of view. 
Barbara Ehrenrcich has argued that Abu Ghraib 
makes clear that feminism-die idea that women need 
to be free to have the same rights as men-is an insuf- 
ficient strategy. Fair enough; but litis in part misreads 
Abu Ghraib. She writes that Abu Ghraib is a moment 
ol "imperial arrogance, sexual depravity and gender 
equality". But there is no gender equality to be- seen 
here, just gender depravity, or at best a deformed 
equality that no one wishes for, and at this point, not 
even the women said to be equal. 



Most feminisms around the globe, and 
many at home, know that mimicking men is not 
equality or freedom. Parallel issues are presented 
when Colin Powell and Condi Rice become the sym- 
bols for this war. One should not presume that their 
presence means that racial and/or gender equality ex- 
ists today for most Black men and women. In reality, 
disproportionate numbers of Blacks— men and 
women-are housed in U.S. prisons; the same prisons 
that strip them naked and abuse them. 

What is really scary is that Abu Ghraib can 
be made to look like feminism, but not any that I rec- 
ognize. Abu Ghraib is hyper-imperialist/masculinity 
run amok. 

Females are present to cover over the mi- 
sogyny of building empire. So I think that there is 
little if anything to consider feminist here. Most 
women are in the military because of globalization, 
the restructuring of the labor force in the U.S., and 
their desire to get an education, and/or a job. Jessica 
Lynch had applied for a job at Wal- Mart and when 
she did not get it. she decided to enlist. Lori Piestewa 
and Shoshanna Johnson both who fought with Lynch 
were single mothers looking to get an education. The 
three women charged in the crimes at Abu Ghraib are 
all working class. I see necessity, not equality here I 
want to be careful to not oversimplify the variety and 
differences that exist among soldiers in this war- 
especially in this case, women. Johnson, a Black 
woman soldier-cook was shot and taken as a P.O.W. 
and then was rescued to return home to her young 
daughter. 

She says when she is asked about Lynndic 
England on the Larry King Show, "There is no way I 
would ever wrap a rope around someone's neck and 
drag them around naked. They could court-martial 
me, or do anything else they wanted to punish me. I 
wouldn't do it" She also said that no soldier should 
ever follow an inhumane order. 

She also says that once captured she feared 
for her safety and the possibility of rape, but that she- 
was always treated with respect alter a beating on the 
battlefield. According to Jessica Lynch she also was 
treated with care and concern as a prisoner, although 
as implied in i Am A Soldier Too it seems that she 
was initially beaten and sexually abused. Despite her 
wrecked body, she refuses to demonize Iraq or be- 
come a voice for this war. Women arc used in the 
Abu Ghraib pictorial narrative to protect a heteroscx- 
ist normativity. We see women abusing men which 
protects sexual hierarchy and opposition but in rc- 
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Inmate population increases 

WASHINGTON - America's inmate population grew by 2.9 percent last year, lo almost 2.1 million people, with 
one of every 75 men living in prison or jail. 

The inmate population continued its rise despite a fall in the crime rate and many states' efforts to reduce 
some sentences, especially for low-level drug offenders. 

The report, issued Thursday by die Justice Department's Bureau of Justice Statistics, attributes much or 
the increase to get-tough policies enacted in the 1980s and '90s. such as mandatory drug sentences, "three- 
strikes-and-you're-out" laws for repeat offenders, and "truth-in-scntencing" laws that restrict early releases. 

Whether that's good or bad depends on who is asked. 

"The prison system just grows like a week in the yard." said Vincent Schiraldi. executive director of the 
Justice Policy Institute, which pushes for a more lenient system. Without reforms, he said, prison populations 
will continue to grow "almost as if they are on autopilot, regardless of their high costs and disappointing crime- 
control impact." 

But Attorney General John Ashcroft said the report shows the success of efforts to take hard-core 
criminals off the streets. 

"It is no accident that violent crime is at a 30-year low while prison population is up," Ashcrolt said. 
"Violent and recidivist criminals are getting tough sentences while law-abiding Americas are enjoying 
unprecedented safety." 

There were 715 inmates for every 100.000 U.S. residents at midyear in 2003. up from 703 a year earlier, 
the report found. 

Missouri's prison population rose from 30,034 in June 2002 to 30,649 in June 2003 Kansas' prison 
population rose from 8.758 in June 2002 to 9.009 in June 2003. 

The nation's incarceration rate tops the world, according to The Sentencing Project, another group that 
promotes alternatives to prison. That compares with a rate of 169 per 100.000 residents in Mexico and 143 for 
England and Whales. 

Published on .May 28, 2004, Page A20. The Kansas City (MO) Star 



The number if inmates in state and federal prisons has increased 

more than six-fold from less than 200,00 in 1970 to 1,440.655 by 

the end of 2002. An additional 665,475 are held in local jails. 



Bureau of Justice Statistics 




There were 715 inmates for every 100,000 U.S. residents at midyear in 

2003. 

Bureau of Justice Statistics 
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